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Why recycle?

Over 70 million tonnes of construction waste are
generated each year.

But 60-80% of builders’ on site materials are
reusable, including:

- Wood, metals, aggregates, glass, plastics, slate,
tiles, cardboard

- Fixtures and fittings
- Windows, doors, fixed furniture items

« Other common reusable items, such as site
hoarding materials.

Over 80% of construction materials use natural
resources.

Landfill tax is currently £14/t in 2003-04, rising to
£15/t in 2004-05.

What can | do?

You can reduce, reuse, recycle and reclaim by:
+ Minimising waste generated

- Establishing and creating contacts and networks
within industry and local communities

- Setting up networks for exchanging materials
with other contractors

« Substituting new and primary materials with
appropriate recycled/reusable materials

- Carrying materials over or onto the next project

« Encouraging ‘conserve’ attitudes and discouraging
‘throw away’ culture

+ Minimising waste going to landfill sites:
- Saving money on landfill deposit costs
« Saving money on transport costs to landfill
+ Reducing pollution impacts of travelling

- Promoting sustainable jobs by encouraging
a construction salvage industry

+ Reducing the use of primary resources from
your waste management contractor or local
authority.

Who is responsible?

« Everyone as individuals has a role to play

- Everyone acting in groups can contribute to
make an impact.

What if | transport waste?

You need to be registered as a carrier of controlled
waste — otherwise you may commit an offence.

You must register if:

+ You transport construction or demolition
waste including waste from preparatory work
(construction waste includes waste from
improvement, repair or alteration)

+ You transport waste in the course of your
business, or for profit.

Segregate and recycle waste:
+ Eliminate or reduce waste occurring at source

« Segregate physical waste then recycle on site,
sell it, donate it to a charity —only as a last
resort dispose to landfill

+ Collaborate with waste companies and salvage
firms to develop disposal and collection services

« Put a value on waste items and educate people
to understand and contribute to the process.



